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From: Michael Minchew <mminchew@ci.bay-minette.al.us>
Name: Michael Minchew
Phone: 251-580-2552
Email: mminchew@ci.bay-minette.al.us
Position: Fire Chief / EMA
Address: 608 D'Olive Street Bay Minette, Alabama 36507
Services: Fire Department
Other:
Message Body:
As of this time we have no drones in our department. Bay Minette Fire is a small town in the middle of Baldwin
County Alabama. The department covers 88sq miles with most of that area being forest land with 1 station and
14 paid members. We have a major railway running through our city that splits the city and a number of large
fuel and oil storage facility. The department could use a drone during forest fires as well if we was to have a fire
at one of the storage facility also with our area being located along the coast we do have hurricanes and it could
be used to survey damage in our city as well. With only 14 guys to go out and work the drone could cove a lot
more area and faster. In the past we have had some large forest fire that the drone would have been great to
locate the head as well as the burn path make the attack on the fire much faster and not spending a lot of time
on scene. The drone could be used for our railway and interstate for Haz Mat calls, this would allow use to use
the drone and not put guys in the hot zone to try and find out what the product is that is leaking or on fire. I
believe a drone could help save lives and property when used in the fire service. I could keep going on things
the Bay Minette Fire department could use this piece of equipment, if by chance we are able to get this
equipment it would be used and not set on a self. Thanks
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